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IN FACE OF ETERNITY. The brief was to capture the harmony of the universe and the agency Hild Design set about doing just

Es galt, die Harmonien des Weltalls einzufangen. Dafiir gestaltete die Agentur Hild Design das faszinierende Wunderwerk Bith the creation of the fascinating masterpiece »Festo Harmonices Mundic.

»Festo Harmonices Mundi« — von der Konstruktion bis zur Kommunikation ein Meisterwerk.
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n order to communicate
their own competence and
innovative company philo-
sophy, the »Festo« engineer-
ing company came up with an
unusual idea of creating an entire
work of art — »Festo Harmonices
Mundi.
The opus itself contains the eter-
nal calendar clock, an astrolabe
as an astronomical clock, an art-
istically designed glockenspiel
with 76 bells, 40 chimes, a key-
board and several computer ter-
minals at which visitors can re-
ceive information.
Project art direction and design
solutions were in the hands of the
Linden-based agency Hild De-
sign. The entire ornamental, illu-
strative design relates to a well-
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founded interdisciplinary body of
knowledge from Pythagoras to
Kepler, lending an intellectual
note to the entire piece. Andreas
Hild designed his own zodiac
signs, and symbols of seasons and
planets. And following the suc-
cessful production of the exhibits,
Hild Design produced a glossy
brochure which clearly explains
the complexities of the work, par-
ticularly those within the realm
of astronomy. The project called
for a degree of balance between
aesthetic individuality and easy
recognition of the company cor-
porate design. In order to achieve
this, Hild Design used »Jamille«
as the font, which also appears in
the art work itself, alongside the
company font »Meta LF«. This

typography thus provided an ad-
ditional link. Careful treatment of
the background illustrations also
helped make the whole brochure
very pleasant to read. The high
point is a centre-spread which
pulls out to reveal illustrations of
the astrolabe. The name »Har-
monices Mundi« for the compo-
sition of astronomy, mechanics,
melody and electronics recalls one
of Germany'’s most famous sons,
Johannes Kepler, himself no stran-
ger to the harmonious principles
of the universe.

And if the brochure catches your
attention, the next step is to visit
the masterpiece in Esslingen, to
take a peek into eternity. sh

01 Ziffernblatt der Weltzeituhr / Dial
of the »world timepiece«

02 Kontrollanzeige/ Display

03 Mond-, Sonnen- und Drachen-
zeiger / Moon, sun and dragon
hands

04 Sternenkarte / Star map

05 »Festo«-Astrolabium

06 — 12 Doppelseiten aus der Festo
Broschiire / Spreads from the Festo
brochure

13 Riickseite des »Festo Horologium

Mundi« / Back page of the »Festo
Horologium Mundi«
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